“Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never cease to grow”
-Anthony J. DÁngelo

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents and Whānau
It was so lovely to see you and your children back at school on Monday. I have really enjoyed visiting the
classrooms and hearing about all their holiday adventures. It has been great to see the students start the year
full of smiles and enthusiasm.
A special welcome to our new students and staff member this year. Hanz Shanks is our new teacher in
Korimako. You can find out more information about Mr Shanks from his staff profile on the following page. A
huge welcome to our new students Sam, Samantha, Lewis, Emily and Nathaniel, we have loved getting to
know you over the past two weeks!
Recently I have been reading an article by Professor Joyce Epstein (A World
Authority on School - Family - Community Partnerships) and she talks about
the six types of parental involvement in a school.
These are:
● Parenting
● Communicating
● Volunteering
● Learning at home
● Decision making
● Collaborating with community
This article has made me reflect on all the ways our school is working
collaboratively with both parents and the community to ensure that the Maungakaramea Primary School
students are reaching their goals. Community members volunteer at numerous school events in support of
not only their children, but ‘our’ children from across the school. Even when parents, caregivers, family
members and community members can’t attend events, you still offer support in multiple ways from sewing
to running errands to sending messages of encouragement. Thank you so much to everyone who is willing to
help our school this year. The support that the community gave in 2017 was truly heartwarming and I look
forward to working closely with you all again this year. We are on the rise again and I know, we can’t do it
without you.
Thank you to everyone who has participated in our school rebranding consultation. If you missed the email
or would like a paper copy, please let Tania know. This consultation is not restricted to parents of the school,
feel free to share it with other community members who have an interest in our school. Capturing students
voice is also a crucial part of this process and all students have or will complete the survey too.
Don’t forget, if you have any questions or queries, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Kindest regards
Sophia Roulston
Principal
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