“You have brains in your head and feet in your shoes, you can steer yourself in any direction you
choose!”
-

Dr Seuss

A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
Greetings from the Board Chair for 2018
I am pleased to announce that we have a fantastic new Board of Trustees elected by your school community. There
are some new and familiar faces bringing a great mixture of professions and skills.
Our Board members are:
Andrew Bailey ‐ Parent Elect
Kelly Campbell ‐ Parent Elect
Jessie Manney ‐ Parent Elect
Luana Misa ‐ Board Chair
Tania Mokaraka ‐ Staff Elect
Sophia Roulston ‐ Principal
Jordan White ‐ Parent Elect
The Board’s aim is to ensure that your child receives the highest quality education possible. With this team you’ll see
improvements ahead with upgrading of facilities and equipment, growth of our roll, fundraising events and
community involvement.
For the day‐to‐day management of the school, the Principal, Sophia Roulston and her team have this responsibility.
They should be your first point of contact for any issues about the school that you should wish to discuss.
However, should you wish to contact me I am always available via email or
telephone or alternatively I encourage you to attend any of our monthly
meetings which will be advertised in future newsletters.
Luana Misa
Chairperson
l.misa@mgk.school.nz
0210708465
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I was born in Waikato and moved to Waipu 26 years ago. I have twin sisters
Chloe and Laura who are also both teachers. I live on a farm in Waipu with my
husband and 3 children Harlyn, Marlie and Georgia.
My interests outside of school include spending time with my family and
friends, camping in the summer, going to the beach and supporting my
husband and children at their Saturday sports games.
My passion for teaching young children came about after having a child of my
own. I went on to University to pursue a Bachelor in Education at the
University of Auckland, which I managed with 3 young children under my
wing!
An exciting opportunity arose for me when Sophia asked me to relieve in Piwakawaka, which then turned into a
Wednesday ‐ Friday job share position. I am so lucky to continue this role for 2018. I have met some amazing
parents and children in this community.
I love the variety that teaching has to offer. Most of all I love that I am contributing to growing young minds,
there is nothing more rewarding than watching children making progress and the smile it puts on their faces.
Here are a few questions that the children wanted to know about me.
Piwakawaka ‐ What schools did you go to?
I started school at Te Awamutu Primary and when I was 6 I moved north to Waipu and attended Waipu Primary School, where
my own children go now. I then attended Bream Bay College and then on to University when I was 24.
Kereru ‐ Why did you want to become a teacher?
I love being around children and watching them grow, learn and overcome their challenges. I wanted to help make a difference
and be a part of celebrating children's successes along their learning journey.
Korimako ‐ Where have you travelled?
I have seen most of New Zealand, Australia and Rarotonga. One day I hope to travel Europe and I would also like to go to
Scotland to where my ancestors came from.

EPRO8 SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGE 2018
Kurt, Nicholas, Jethro and BB travelled to Whangarei Intermediate last Friday to compete in the EPro8 Science &
Technology Challenge. They were given two and a half hours to complete a range of challenges. These challenges
required them to work cooperatively and use a range of problem solving skills to build large sized structures,
engineer using pulleys, motors, gears, wheels and axles, invent machines that can complete simple tasks,
construct basic electronic circuits, solve interesting problems using practical maths. The students worked
positively together.
Student feedback:
Jethro ‐ “We found some tasks difficult at first but once we all found our roles and what we are good, we were able
to work together to complete the tasks”
Brianna ‐ “It was challenging but fun at the same time. We had to work together to make different activities.”
Well done Kurt, Nicholas, Jethro and BB!
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Congratulations to James Merry who is the winner of the $100 raffle prize which was a fundraiser for this event.
ICAS EXAMS
If any students are interested in sitting the ICAS exams please contact the office office@mgk.school.nz with your
expression of interest. We require a minimum number of children for exams to go ahead. Subjects include Digital
Technologies, Science, Spelling, Writing, English, Mathematics. Prices vary.
PURPLE DAY FOR EPILEPSY MARCH 26
Maungakaramea School are holding a Purple Mufti Day on Monday 26 March for students and teachers, to help
raise awareness and funds worldwide for Epilepsy. Bring along a gold coin donation and wear any purple clothes
or dress ups you have and as a school we will put our contribution of funds towards the worldwide Purple Day for
Epilepsy.
CAMP PERMISSION SLIPS
Please could all camp permission slips be completed and returned to school by next Wednesday 28 March. The
original notice did say that these were due back by Friday 13 April but we need them back sooner to be able to
organise transport etc. Thank you.
SCHOLASTICS BOOK CLUB
Issue 2 is out now. There are some great books available. Please place orders before Friday 30 March 2018.
Thank you.
EASTER TUESDAY HOLIDAY
Some parents have been surprised by an extra day off for schools over the Easter break. Tuesday 3 April is a
school holiday, but not a public holiday. The day after Easter Monday was traditionally part of an extended break
for schools, but it has mostly fallen during the April school holidays since the switch to the fourterm year in 1996.
Oscar will also be closed on this day.
STUDENT COUNCIL FILL A BUCKET FUNDRAISER
With camp approaching week 3 of term 2, we are getting our fundraising underway so that our whole school can
attend. Our aim is to minimise camp costs as much as possible to make it more affordable for everyone.
The idea of “fill a bucket” is that each student brings in a new / unused item related to their classroom themed
bucket. The themed buckets are Piwakawaka  Cooking, Kereru  Goodies and Korimako  Carwash. The item
could even be donated by a friend or family member. All items are due into school by Friday 6 April (end of week
10).
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There will be up to 100 raffle tickets per bucket, at $2 per ticket. The tickets will be available for purchase at the
school office.
If you have any questions please email Sara Abraham s.abraham@mgk.school.nz
SCHOOLGEN’S ‘ENERGISING YOUNG MINDS’ COMPETITION
Our school has been nominated for Schoolgen’s ‘Energising Young Minds’ competition. The competition gives our
school the chance to win a share of $25k, $15k or $10k to spend on science or tech equipment. We encourage
everyone to go on the Schoolgen voting page http://www.schoolgen.co.nz/voteforyourschool/ and vote for
Maungakaramea School. People can vote once a day, per device, up until voting ends on 2 April.
To ensure a small school has as much chance of winning as a big school, the number of votes are divided by the
school roll. The top five schools will go forward to an independent judging panel who will decide who wins. Please
get on board and vote for Maungakaramea School. Thank you.
BUSES
If your child is planning on catching the town bus on the 10th April 2018, could you please let the school office
know asap. T.A.S are finishing early on this day for parent teacher interviews and we will need to contact the bus
company to make arrangements. All other buses will be running as normal. Thank you.
MGK HALL MARKET BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER
A big thank you to all the families that donated goods for the bake sale fundraiser on Saturday. We managed to
raise $138.50 at this event. Thanks to everyone who supported our school. There will be another market at the
MGK hall on Saturday 21 April from 9am2pm. Please let us know if you can help to run or contribute to the bake
sale or sausage sizzle. Thank you.
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We are learning to: describe and explain the best part of ourselves.

The Best Part of Me…
My Teeth
My teeth are as shiny as metal. If I didn’t have teeth I wouldn’t be able to smile.
By Hayley
My Arms
My arms can hug my puppy and my Mum and Dad.
By Oliver
My Eyes
I like my eyes because I can see my Mum.
By Michael
My Eyes
My eyes help me to see my friends.
By Samantha
My Smile
My smile makes me happy.
My family make me smile and I smile back at them.
By Sam
My Feet
My feet help me to run fast and they help me to walk.
By Lewis
My Smile
I like my smile because my friends make me smile.
My smile makes other people happy.
By Maia
My Teeth
My teeth like toothpaste.
My shiny teeth make my smile bright.
By Jairus
My Teeth
If I didn’t have my teeth then I wouldn’t be able to get money from the tooth fairy.
By Sophy
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Dates to Remember
★ Mon 26 Mar ‐ Purple Day for Epilepsy
★ Wed 28 Mar ‐ Camp permission slips due
back
★ Thurs 29 Mar ‐ School assembly / Scholastic
book orders due ‐ Issue 2
★ Fri 30 Mar ‐ Good Friday holiday
★ Mon 2 Apr ‐ Easter Monday holiday / Last
day for voting Schoolgen’s Energising Young
Minds competition
★ Tues 3 Apr ‐ Easter Tuesday holiday
★ Fri 6 Apr ‐ Fill a Bucket Fundraiser
★ Sun 8 Apr ‐ Mitre 10 BBQ ‐ Camp fundraiser

★ Fri 13 Apr ‐ Last day term one / school
assembly
★ Sat 21 Apr ‐ MGK hall market
★ Mon 30 Apr ‐ First day of term two
★ Tues 15 May‐ Friday 18 May ‐ Willow Park
Camp
★ Mon 4 Jun ‐ Queen’s Birthday holiday
★ Fri 6 Jul ‐ End of term two
★ Mon 23 Jul ‐ First day of term three
★ Fri 28 Sep ‐ End of term three
★ Sat 29 Sep ‐ Calf Club Day
★ Mon 15 Oct ‐ First day of term four
★ Fri 14 Dec ‐ Last day of term four, 2018

Community Notices
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❏

WANT A CHANCE FOR RICHIE McCAW TO LAND AT MAUNGAKARAMEA SCHOOL?
The Fonterra Milk for Schools programme is turning 5! To mark the big occasion, Richie is helping Fonterra
and its farmers make a special milk delivery to four lucky primary schools, by helicopter. Nominate your local
school, tell us why he should land there and he could be on his way. ENTER NOW AT
RICHIESMILKRUN.CO.NZ

❏

MID‐WESTERN SWIMMING CLUB
Hope to see you all there! Next Tuesday 27th of March is the last swimming lesson for the season. Thank you
for all the support and help throughout the season. A big thank you to Louanne our awesome coach and all the
assistant coaches you have done a great job with all our children. It has been a great season. For more
information contact Crystal 022 325 5886 or Ariana 022 128 2092. Like us on Facebook MWSC.

❏

KARSPLAT SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 2018
Only $35 per child. ***Limited spaces***. For 712 years of age. Kargames  games, games and more fun
games, KarSplash  water day so bring your togs and towel, Karsplat PJ Party  come join us in your favourite
pjs for all day party, KarBush  time to explore and learn to survive in our great outdoors. Tues 17th, Thurs
19th, Tues 24th, Thurs 26th April 2018. 9am6pm. Karsplat, 95 Kioreroa Rd, Whangarei. To book a space
contact Carla fun@karsplat.co.nz or 021 272 4642. Karsplat Easter Challenge Saturday 31 March 10.15am
start (everyone must arrive 15mins before start). $60 per family (4). Tandem car ride, easter games, finished
off with an easter egg hunt extravaganza. Over $900 worth of prizes.

❏

DOES YOUR CHILD WANT TO LEARN CODE? Code Club Aotearoa have free coding projects for kids age 913! We
can help you set up a club, or find you a club in your area. Whether you are a parent, teacher, student, or
volunteer, getting involved is easy! Drop us a line at team@codeclub.nz or visit our website: codeclub.nz.

❏

HEART FOUNDATION ‐ EASTER
Celebrate Easter with these fun, healthyfood ideas:
❏ Real eggs are a nutritious addition to the day  try egg sandwiches, frittatas, quiches, eggy bread
cases
❏ Easter bunny munch and crunch platter  carrot sticks, celery, cucumber, capsicum with hummus.
❏ Dyehard boiled Easter eggs  with beetroot or cabbage juice.
❏ Cut up fruit and vegetables and let children create their own Easter bunny face.
❏ Decorate pita pocket Easter egg shaped pizzas with vegetables.
❏ Fruit and yoghurt Easter egg ice blocks
❏ Homemade hot cross buns or carrot muffins
For more ideas download Healthy Celebrations at: fuelled4life.org.nz/resources.

