“Stop throwing negatives at the problem, start throwing positives at the solution”
-Mike King

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Parents and Whānau
Thank you to everyone who helped out with our camp last week. Many people contributed to the success of our Auckland trip,
this includes family members who fundraised at bake sales, sausage sizzles and helped with raffles. We took an amazing team of
parents away with us to Eastern Bays, although we were spoilt with the catering, parents were fantastic helpers leading sports
games, setting up and packing up, cleaning and finding the missing shoes and socks! The students all had a wonderful time and
have loved sharing their highlights ‐ including how much they loved running into me in the bumper cars at Rainbow’s End!
Korimako are currently making a camp movie, they can’t wait to share this with you all when it is completed.
Thank you so much to everyone who whipped up some delicious baking and helped sell the items at the International Family Day
run by Multicultural Whangarei. We had so much baking, we were even able to sell some at school on Tuesday. Due to the
generosity of our families baking and time, we raised close to $500! Thank you so much Jessie Manney for giving us the
opportunity to be a part of this event.
I am away this week at the Rural Principals Conference in Hamilton. The focuses of the conference are governance, curriculum,
management and self, with the overarching theme of hauora. I have been very fortunate to meet many inspiring principals from
small schools throughout New Zealand who I look forward to working closely with in the near future. I am excited to use my new
knowledge to help our school continue to grow.
The seminars run by Mike King were a crowd favourite. His honest, confronting words have made me reflect on my practise as a
leader. From day to day subconscious reactions and deliberate acts of ‘risk analysis’ actions, we are shaping our children,
creating their inner critic and building or hindering their levels of resilience and self worth. We need to normalise making
mistakes and normalise the inner critic. We need to talk to our children about this, show our children that we make mistakes, we
have battles with ourselves in our own heads and let them know that this is normal, it’s ok.
Mike emphasised that we have become a judgemental society. Kids want permission to share love and we give them permission
to judge. When questioned, Mike stated if you don’t believe this, look at your Facebook page. We were also asked to reflect on
the priorities that we have for our children and how they are different to the priorities that they have or need, this is both from a
parent and teacher perspective. Our ideas differ from theirs, well being needs to be the main priority. We need to reflect, what
is really important for our children?
After extensive nationwide surveying, 95% of our children are getting their self esteem from the approval of other people. They
don’t feel like they are having their self esteem built up from the significant adults in their lives. Children want to be loved, with
unconditional love. In their head, children often feel that love is conditional. From a child’s perspective, if they do the dishes,
their parents will love them more, if they do something to disappoint their parents, they will love them less. Children want to
know that adults value their thoughts and opinions. You don’t have to agree, you just have to
value them. The main thing that hinders this, is time. We need to make this a priority as we are
a time poor generation. Please, take the time to value what your children have to say, don’t
talk, just listen.
I hope you all have a wonderful weekend. Good luck to everyone who is participating in winter
sport.
Warm regards
Sophia Roulston
Principal
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Born and educated in Rhodesia, completing my education at
Northlea school.
Following an apprenticeship and college studies, qualified as a
hairdresser and manicurist.
Assisted at local schools with Road Safety.
Worked as a Nursery School teacher at Children’s House, in
Bulawayo, in Rhodesia where I worked with pre‐school children,
which entailed all forms of education, art, music etc.
I worked for a short period as a nursery school teacher (Pole Barn
pre‐ School Harare).
I then became Regional Manager of the Zimbabwe Office of the
South African Institute of Marketing (IMM) Graduate School of
Marketing dealing with adult tertiary education.
2009 – Emigrated to New Zealand
March 2010 – Joined Maungakaramea School OSCAR programme. I thoroughly enjoy the environment
and the interaction with the children at OSCAR assisting them with creative activities.
Team Piwakawaka wanted to know….
What do you like to do in your spare time? Do you have any pets?
I like to knit, sew and try different crafts. I love reading and watching different sports. I also enjoy gardening. I love
animals but have not got any here in NZ.
Team Kereru wanted to know….
Where were you born? Why did you move to NZ?
I was born in Hwange Zimbabwe, I left there because the country was not be governed correctly.
Team Korimako wanted to know….
How long have you been looking after kids at Maungakaramea School? What is your favourite food to cook?
I have been looking after the OSCAR children for 10 years. I like to bake and I like making a curry dish.
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WILLOW PARK CAMP 2018
Team Korimako Writing

I had so much fun on camp doing different activities such as going to the zoo,
Rainbows End and playing at Willow Park. I would like to thank everyone who
made it possible.
Thank you Peter for letting us stay at
Willow Park for three days. Thanks for
cooking us lunch, dinner and breakfast.
Thanks Peter for welcoming us to Willow
Park. Thanks for letting us play ping
pong and playing ping pong with us.
You seem like an awesome guy, Peter
we hope we can see you again.
I will remember camp for the rest of
my life.
By Cohen
At camp we did many activities! A lot of our time
was spent playing table  tennis and playing on
the park but we did other things too. At Willow Park we did team building activities like when somebody had
to climb over our backs without falling off or us giving up. We also played games like soccer, invisible touch
and tic tac toe.
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I would like to say thank you to the parents for driving us to camp and looking after us around Auckland.
Also, I really appreciate the teachers organising the camp! And, last but not least I am grateful to Willow
Park for letting us stay in their rooms and giving us
breakfast.
I will forever cherish these memories.
Sincerely,
MGK student James.
On Tuesday the 15th of May Maungakaramea
School went on a whole school camp. It was so
amazing, we did an AZ scavenger hunt, team
building, zoo, Rainbows end and much more.
I would like to thank Dave for taking me to
Auckland and back, I really appreciate parents and teachers for making these good memories and setting
up cool activities, and last but not least I am really grateful for the facilities provided by Willow Park.
I enjoyed camp and I hope we do it
next year.
By Brianna

I had so much fun at Rainbows End because we went
on the bumper boats. I also had so much fun at the zoo
seeing the flamingos.
I really appreciated when Dan took me to the zoo and camp. Thank you Mr Shanks for
making camp so much fun.
I would like to also thank Miss Roulston for going on the rides with me at Rainbows End!
I’m going to treasure these memories we made together.
By Piper
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SCHOOL NOTICES
WELCOME

A big warm welcome to Blaise Baldwin who has
joined us at MGK School this week. Blaise is the
latest member of Miss B’s class, Team Kereru. We
hope you have had a great first week Blaise!

BOOK FAIR
Our annual scholastic book fair is on next week.
There are many great titles available so come in
and have a look around. We accept cash, direct
credit and manual credit card payments. Our book
fair will run from Monday 28th May - Friday 1st
June. You can view and purchase books from room
two from Mon-Thurs between the hours of 8.45am
- 9.00am and 2.45pm - 3.15pm. On Friday they will
be available in the morning only.

BOOK CHARACTER DAY
In conjunction with our book fair week we will be
having a book character dress up day on Friday 1st
June. Children (and teachers) are encouraged to
come to school dressed as one of their favourite
book characters. We will have a parade on the
court (or library if wet) in the morning and there
will be prizes available for best costume. So, start
getting creative and have a hunt through your
wardrobe for some ideas.

WAREHOUSE STATIONERY SUPPORT YOUR SCHOOL
Thanks to the school community who have been
shopping at Warehouse Stationery all year and
nominating our school. 5% of everything you
purchased has been credited to our school’s
BizRewards account. Thank you.

BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday to Emily who turns another year
older this week. Enjoy your day Emily!
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Dates to Remember
Mon 28 May to Fri 1 June  Book Fair Week

Mon 23 July  First Day of
Term Three

Fri 1 June  Book Character Day

Sat 4 August  Bingo Night School Fundraiser

Mon 4 June  Queen’s Birthday Holiday

Wed 8 August  BoT Meeting  6pm

Wed 20 June  BoT Meeting  6pm

Wed 12 September  BoT Meeting  6pm

Wed 27 / Thurs 28 June  Mid Year
Conferences

Fri 28 September  Last Day of Term Three

Fri 6 July  Last Day of Term Two

Mon 15 October  First Day of Term Four

Community Notices
MGK Sports Club  Quiz Night
Come along to our quiz night tonight, Friday 25 May. Quiz starts at 7.30pm. Meals available to
purchase from 6pm. Bar open. MGK Sports Club, Tangihua Road, Maungakaramea.
Film Crew Accommodation
The ‘Northland’ film crew will be back in August and are looking for accommodation in the
Maungakaramea area. If you have a house, sleep out or room available please contact
Orlando  021 125 8665.
GirlGuiding NZ
Are you looking for a fun, empowering and exciting opportunity for your daughter? GirlGuiding
NZ could be what you’re looking for!
We have options for girls aged 517, and meeting on a Wednesday night. Get in touch for more
information! Contact Jessica at jessica.parr@girlguidingnz.org.nz or 0800 22 22 92 ext 771.
MGK School Bingo Night  Save the Date
Saturday 4 August  MGK Sport Club  More details will be available soon!
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